AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MAY 26, 2005
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 14, 2005

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2005—06 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 215

Introduced by Assembly Member Oropeza

February 3, 2005

An act to amend-Seetiens13307and20442 Section 20400 of, and
to add Section 9093.5 to, the Elections Code, relating to elections.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 215, as amended, Oropeza. Code of Fair Campaign Practices.

Existing law permits candidates for office to subscribe to a specified
“Code of Fair Campaign Practices.” Existing law requires elections
officials to accept all completed Code of Fair Campaign Practices
forms signed by candidates for public office at all times prior to the
election and to retain those forms for public inspection until 30 days
after the election.

Seefetafy—ef—Stat& Thls b111 would requlre the Secretary of State to
print the Code of Fair Campaign Practices in the state ballot pamphlet,
and to indicate in that pamphlet the availability of a list of those
candidates for statewide elective office-whose-stbsertbed-code-forms
have—beeﬂ—submrtted who have subscrtbed to the code as spemﬁed {-t
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forms—havebeen—submitted;—as—speetfied: The bill would require the

Secretary of State, on his or her Internet Web site, to identify
candidates for state or federal offices who have voluntarily subscribed
to the code, and to post the text of the code on his or her Internet Web
site.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.

State-mandated local program: -yes-no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 9093.5 is added to the Elections Code,
to read:

9093.5. The Secretary of State shall cause to be printed in the
state ballot pamphlet the Code of Fair Campaign Practices, and

shall 1nd1cate n that pamphlet—&t—ne—eesi—to—arry—eaﬂd-tdafe—t-hese

e-f—t-he—s’fa’fe—ba-l-}e{—p&nﬁah-}ets the avallabzlzty ofa lzst of those

candidates for statewide elective office who have subscribed to
the code on the Secretary of State’s website and by contacting a
local elections official.

SEC. 2. Section 20400 of the Elections Code is amended to
read:

20400. (a) The Legislature declares that the purpose of this
chapter is to encourage every candidate for public office in this
state to subscribe to the Code of Fair Campaign Practices.
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(b) 1t is the ultimate intent of the Legislature that every
candidate for public office in this state who subscribes to the
Code of Fair Campaign Practices will follow the basic principles
of decency, honesty, and fair play in order that, after vigorously
contested, but fairly conducted campaigns, the citizens of this
state may exercise their constitutional right to vote, free from
dishonest and unethical practices which tend to prevent the full
and free expression of the will of the voters.

(c) The purpose in creating the Code of Fair Campaign
Practices is to give voters guidelines in determining fair play and
to encourage candidates to discuss issues instead of untruths or
distortions.

(d) To further the purposes of the Code of Fair Campaign
Practices and to encourage every candidate for public office in
this state to subscribe to it, the Secretary of State shall post a
declaration identifying all candidates for a state or federal office
who have voluntarily subscribed to the Code of Fair Campaign
Practices and the text of that code on the Secretary’s Internet
Web site where the certified list of candidates is displayed.

(e) A local elections official may post the information required
to be posted by the Secretary of State pursuant to subdivision (d)
on his or her jurisdiction’s Internet Web site.
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